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2018 State of Higher Education Address 
ά¢ƘŜ /ŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ !ƎŜ ƻŦ {ƪŜǇǘƛŎƛǎƳέ 

 
My sincere and deep thanks to Chris LaMothe for his introduction but more importantly for his service to the 

Commission and our state. As our current chair and a longstanding member of the Commission for Higher 

Education, Chris brings to this role a level of experience, commitment and passion that inspires us and the work 

we do. I first met Chris 25 years ago when I began my service in the Indiana State Senate and he served as the 

President and CEO of the Indiana Chamber of Commerce. He understood then what has become even more 

important in the intervening yearsτǘƘŀǘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ 

advocating for K-12 reform or workforce readiness, his willingness to set high expectations and to nudge 

IƻƻǎƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ άƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭear, compelling vision needed for change. We 

owe him a continuing debt of gratitude for his service as a business leader and public servant.  

We also have in the audience other members of the Commission; as they stand please join me in thanking them 

for their valuable service. 

2013 marked the first State of Higher Education address. In each year, a focus on higher education value has 

been central to the message. Certainly, that continues to be our challenge as we find better ways to clarify 

higher educationΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 

.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ нлмуΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ς achievements gaps, workforce needs, 

costs and funding challenges, quality concerns, demographic shifts and new higher education expectations and 

providers. Each of these and many others are important as we define higher education priorities. But, this year I 

have chosen to focus on an overriding theme that impacts all of them: confidence in higher education and the 

paradox between a growing need for higher education and skepticism about its value.  

¶ Is support for higher education waning and if so why?  

¶ Have we oversold its value or is it more important than ever?  

¶ Why do some Americans still believe in its mission and others question it?  

It is through this lens that we consider the State of Higher Education in 2018. 

Recent surveys by Gallup and Pew highlighted factors impacting confidence levels, including soaring college 

costs and related debt; nagging questions about employment readiness and unprepared graduates; and growing 

polarization based on demographics and political agendas.  

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ άǎƻƳŜέ ƻǊ 

άǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜέ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǳƴǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ 

[ŜǘΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘΥ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

Many will cite examples of individuals who were successful without higher education. And that can certainly be 
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true. But, it is indisputable that on average more education pays offτand some majors have a bigger pay-off 

than others. Whether a certificate or degree, postsecondary education is associated with higher wages and 

greater job security. Over the past decade, those with higher education earned more on average and were less 

likely to be unemployed. Hoosiers with no college filed more than two-thirds of all unemployment claims during 

the Great Recession.  

While college degrees are valued more than ever, the term college is not limited to traditional degrees or 

institutions. Higher education includes industry certifications, certificates and degrees that are delivered in 

multiple settings by an increasing array of education and training providers. The unifying factor should be 

quality. In that spiritτensuring quality while driving down costsτI share both concerning and encouraging 

news.  

Many of us have heard stories of college graduates with crippling student debt. There are 44 million Americans 

who owe nearly $1.5 trillion in student debt. Most of those struggling with debt are in their 20s or 30s. For the 

vast majority of graduatesτand notice I said graduates because completion mattersτ higher education is a 

wise investment, but it must be made wisely. And, we can and must do more to ensure affordability and lower 

debt levels. 

On that front, Indiana is making progress. The level of debt for many Hoosiers is actually decreasing.  

Efforts by the Commission and our partners are helping students understand college costs and smart borrowing: 

Since 2012, the combined federal and private debt among IU and Purdue students has decreased by $165 

million.   

Our colleges are creating more efficient and affordable ways for students to earn and transfer college credit. The 

result: on-time graduation rates are getting better every year, saving time and money. In the past five years, 

there has been a 9% increase at four-year campuses and a 6% increase at 2-year campuses in on-time 

completion rates. 

While more needs to be done, we are finding solutions that work. Since 2009, the Commission has set 

recommended targets for tuition and mandatory fees. Our goal has been to hold tuition steady or at no higher 

than an inflationary level. The results have been significant, with some campuses freezing tuition and most 

others abiding by the inflationary targets. For Indiana students that means tuition increases have been the 

lowest in nearly three decades and among the lowest in the nation.  

The General Assembly has also worked to make college more affordable by investing in generous financial aid 

programs that are increasingly tied to requirements that increase student success. Completion rates continue to 

improve as we convert these grants from entitlement programs to earned benefits. Based on legislation that 

was supported by the Commission and passed in the recent legislative session, recipients of the 21st Century 

Scholars program will have clear expectations during both high school and college that keep them on track to 

graduate and smooth their transition into the workforce. hǳǊ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ wŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

shows that state financial aid recipients contribute billions of additional dollars ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ 
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